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July 27, 2007

Jim Buckheit, Executive Director
State Board of Education:
333 Market Street
Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333

Dear Mr. Buckheit:

On behalf of the PAC-TE member instf&tions that prepare
teachers for Pennsylvania, I am ^#hh^c&sidera t ion of an
additional extension on the deadlinedate f o r ? M L of Chapter 49-
2. PAC-TE has previously^#&Lsupport f^%hat we have
referred to as the AADL (ad^#ipns a#bccommodatl%l!or diverse
learners) portion of die prop9%jeg*tion. We a * anxious to
comply with AADL!

In Respons
extending the dea*

= % # ^ .
deadlinmshould remain

houf naving the skills necessary
se learners." We concur. This

consideration be given to an extension of
the deadTNLfbr die split of elementary certification into early

in the review process have consumed more that 25% of that extension.
This provision of Chapter 49-2 is the area the precipitated the most
public comment. This area involves the most adaptation of teacher
preparation.

PAC-TE would also like to reinforce the concept that teacher
preparation does NOT begin with acceptance into teacher preparation
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after forty-eight (48) credits. It begins during those early semesters when
prospective educators take courses that assist in their decision to pursue that career
path and are required for completion of the program.

Institutions of higher education view their published program of study as a
"contract" between the institution and their students. Most believe that they have at
very least a "moral" responsibility to deliver course content as it is described to
students at the time of their enrollment . . . at the beginning of their college
experience - not after several semesters and not when they officially are admitted to
teacher education. In keeping with this accepted practice, Pennsylvania teacher
preparation programs believe they should have fujjt developed and published
programs of studies for teacher education at the begm%ng of the typical four-year
teacher preparation program.

If the deadline remains at January

b^.
Clythera S. Hornung Ed.D.
President

revised, approved and published by
2009 will know what will be re
Pennsylvania certified educator,
to be written, Certification Staffing
accomplished by PA Dep
process. We want to do thjp right!

&
PAC-TE fe

of the implem
portion of Chqger 49-2!

Sincerely,

need to be developed,
)9 so thaFsT^ t swho enroll for fall

tm in o r d e r % ^ p prepared as a
kible! NumerjKs tasks (guidelines
lines to be revised, etc.) need to be

)efore institutions can even begin the

ion or an additional extension to 2014
|t of Elementary Certification ONLY

cc. taac


